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Program notes

Suite of Elements is a musical journey exploring the deep connection between the natural
elements, human emotions, and reason, while also portraying the intricate interdependence
of the elements themselves.

The first movement, Air, quite literally brings breath into sound. It begins meditatively,
emerging from a single tone, before gradually unfolding into a powerful, storm-like Furioso. Air
represents not only calmness and wind, but also clarity of thought and the intellect.

Following is Water, a movement of pronounced romantic character. Nothing embraces us as
completely as water, and from this idea the music flows. With Schubert-like resonance,
tremolo textures evoke the gentle flow of a river, peaceful and uninterrupted. In the
contrasting B section, however, the music transforms into a tempestuous sea, full of waves.
Here, rasgueado chords embody the raw power and energy of water. Emotionally, water is
pure love — capable of nurturing and creating, but also of destruction if passion turns into
madness.

The third movement, Earth, is the most stable of the elements. It symbolizes serenity,
grounding, and reason itself. Written in classical sonata form - the most resilient and balanced
musical structure — it mirrors the steadfastness of the earth. At the same time, it reflects the
perspective of a farmer tirelessly working the land, sustained by an unrelenting rhythm that
resembles a perpetual motion. Earth’s music is rich in polyphony, embodying continuity and
resilience. Within this movement appears a quotation of Air, highlighting the inseparability of
clarity and stability. Yet, beneath its strong exterior, Earth also reveals a second, sorrowful
theme, representing the farmer’s inner vulnerability and dependence on unpredictable
natural forces.

The suite culminates with Fire, the finale. It begins subtly, like glowing embers that have not
yet died out, before bursting into a full blaze of fiery chaos. Fire represents passion — a driving
force that propels us forward toward the people and things we love, embodying both danger
and vitality.

The visual identity of Suite of Elements is closely tied to the painting The Return by artist
Palmina Rogli¢ (cover art). The music and the artwork were created simultaneously, inspiring
and shaping one another throughout the creative process.
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